
I have read and understood the information provided.    Initials:___________ 

  

June 28-July 4, 2010 Camp Barnard, Sooke, BC 
 

O V E R V I E W  -  P L E A S E  R E A D  

 
The Firemaker Primitive Skills Society exists to learn, practice and share ancient skills and technology, 
the philosophy of honouring and respecting all existence, and acknowledging our place in the circle of 
life.  Our ancestors knew how to live well without modern tools and materials. These ways are not lost.  
In addition to rekindling the old ways, we embrace new approaches to living close to the earth which are 
in harmony with the old ways. 
At our gatherings, we invite instructors to share their skills and love for low-tech or no-tech ways of 
living and enjoying the outdoors.  But, Firemaker includes more than just workshops and learning; it’s 
also about friendship, fun, and community. Each evening there is singing, drumming, games, or story 
telling around the campfire. Group camping, shared meals and time to chat with instructors or to share the 
day's experiences with new or old friends add to the feeling, There's also plenty of room for solitude.   

Firemaker is run and sustained by volunteers. We encourage all participants to volunteer at the 
camp to help with various tasks to help the community to function.  There will be a list of all the 
volunteer tasks that participants can help with posted at the gathering.  
 

T O  B R I N G  
 
Bring a plate, cup, mug, bowl, and cutlery for each person attending.  Also, camping gear, toiletries, 
personal items, flashlight, and anything you want to offer in the Giveaway. We encourage you to bring 
swimwear, sunscreen and hat, water bottle, and your own snacks. The nearest store is 15 minutes drive 
away. You may choose to bring your own food, but most participants choose the prepared meals as 
the price is very reasonable, the food is delicious, and there is more time for workshops.  While we 
try to make our meals as inclusive as we can please understand that we cannot accommodate every single 
participant’s dietary preferences and food sensitivities for every meal. We ask that if you have serious 
allergies/sensitivities or strict food preferences that you please bring supplementary food with you. If you 
are renting a bunkhouse, you will still need to bring a sleeping pad, sleeping bag, and pillow, as the beds 
are simple wooden bunks.  Please bring any personal health necessities. There will be folks present with 
basic first aid training, and access to herbal first aid.  As our instructors essentially volunteer their time 
and the cost of workshops is included in Firemaker, some (but very few) workshops may require cash to 
pay for material components provided, so be sure to bring some along in case one of these workshops 
appeals to you.   

G E N E R A L  S C H E D U L E  
 
Monday:  Arrival & set-up, followed by a potluck supper.  Opening circle around 7:30 pm.  Please arrive 
after 1:00 pm, as there is another group in the campsite until then.  No meals are provided this day. 
Tuesday morning:  Community building games for everyone 
Tuesday pm to Saturday:  Workshops 9 a.m. to 12 noon, and 1:30 p.m. to 4:30  p.m. most days.  
Evenings will generally be free time, with songs and stories around the campfire. 
Thursday afternoon:  Free time, featuring a trade blankets where the instructors will be selling their 
wares.  Some workshops may continue on demand. 
Saturday evening:  The Giveaway (see “Giveaway” page for more information). 
Sunday:  Clean up and preparation to leave. The closing ceremony will be Sunday after lunch.  

Q U E S T I O N S ?    
 
Email firemakerPSS@gmail.com if you have any questions 



F I R E M A K E R  2010  
R E G I S T R A T I O N  I N F O  

 
Send Registration Form with cheque or money order payable to ... 

Firemaker Primitive Skills Society 

c/o #3-550 Harbinger Ave, Victoria, BC, V8V 4J1 
 

F E E  T A B L E  
 
 

 
 
Notes: 
 

• Food fees include meals for Tuesday breakfast through Sunday lunch 

• If you can’t make it for the full week, please contact us regarding fees for shorter periods.   

• All children must be accompanied by, and are the responsibility of, a registered adult participant. 

• If registering as a group please list each group member, including any participants in “no charge” 
categories.  No minors are to attend without a guardian.   

• Reduced fees are available for parents with children age 3 and under, who need continuous 
caretaking. Please contact us for details 

• Participants registering as limited income are expected to do a work trade if possible. Please 
contact us for details as there is a limited amount of worktrade spots available.  

 
No alcohol, drugs, or pets are allowed at the Gathering.  In order to respect the sleeping needs of others, 
quiet hours will be observed in the tenting areas.  Tenting sites are excellent, located in grassy treed camp 
areas or in the open if you wish. Vehicle camping will be restricted to the parking lot, and there are no 
hook-ups.  At Camp Barnard we have access to canoes and kayaks for $3 rental per hour. There is no 
lifeguard on duty, so the safety for any children is the responsibility of the adult using the canoe.    



F I R E M A K E R  2010  
PRIMARY PARTICIPANT  INFORMATION  

Last name: First: 
How did you hear about 
Firemaker? 

  

Email address: �  Please include me in 
your mailing/emailing list 

Birth date: Age: Sex: 

 /          /  M F 

Street address:  Home phone no.: 

  (          ) 

P.O. box: City: Province: Postal Code 

ADDITIONAL  PARTICIPANT  INFORMATION  

Last name: First: Birthdate: Age: Sex: 

 /          /  M F 

Last name: First: Birthdate: Age: Sex: 

 /          /  M F 

Last name: First: Birthdate: Age: Sex: 

 /          /  M F 

Last name: First: Birthdate: Age: Sex: 

 /          /  M F 

Last name: First: Birthdate: Age: Sex: 

 /          /  M F 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 

Name of local friend or relative : 
Relationship to 
participant: 

Day phone no.: 
Evening/Wknd 
phone no.: 

  (          ) (          ) 

P A R T I C I P A N T  F E E  C A L C U L A T I O N  
 

Participant’s Name Age  Fee Food Fee Bunk ($36) Total 

Eg.  Joe Tracker 29 $225 $95 $36 $356 

      

      

      

      

      

   Total:  

   Date of Registration:   

   Total Fees Enclosed:  
 
In order to minimize our impact, we are coordinating a ride-share program. If you are able to provide carpooling or 
require a ride to the event, please tell us and we will share your e-mail address or phone number with others near your 
location.       
� Have room for ___ person(s) and gear in vehicle.        � Request ride for ___ person(s).              

When do you expect to arrive at the Gathering?    When do you expect to leave?                         

 



F I R E M A K E R  2010  
 

It is our intention that Firemaker manifest as a safe, fun, family event.  While we endeavour to provide a 

safe environment in which to learn and grow, it remains every individual participant’s responsibility to 

look after their own well being while on site.  By joining us at Firemaker, you agree to be fully 

responsible for yourself, and those in your care, in mind, heart, body, and spirit.  Life is not without risk, 

and, you, in full consciousness, agree to take those risks upon yourself, holding harmless the Firemaker 

Primitive Skills society, its directors & representatives...   

 
 

R E L E A S E  F O R M  
 

� I/We, the undersigned, agree that that Firemaker Primitive Skills Society is not responsible for any 

expense or liability incurred as a result of my participation in this event, including medical expenses due 

to any sickness or injury incurred as a result. 

� I/We hereby acknowledge and agree that the Firemaker Primitive Skills Society may make photographs, 

videotape, or digital recordings of the event (including images of me and my family) and I/we consent to 

the use of these images for the purpose of promotion of the Firemaker Primitive Skills Society and future 

Firemaker events.   

� I/We am at least 18 years of age, have read and understand the foregoing statement, and am competent 

to execute this agreement. 

 

Name:   Signature:________________________ 

Name:   Signature:________________________ 

Name:   Signature:________________________ 

Address:     

Phone:     

Witness for the undersigned:     

Please have each participant over the age of 18 complete this form.  Parent/Guardians, please include the names of children under 

18 who will be in your care during Firemaker and included in this agreement, you having signed on their behalf. 

Childs Name______________________ Signature of Parent/Guardian________________________ 
 
Childs Name______________________ Signature of Parent/Guardian________________________ 
 
Childs Name______________________ Signature of Parent/Guardian________________________ 

 



F I R E M A K E R  2010  
 

M E D I C A L  —  D I E T  
 

Please list below any medical conditions or allergies that we should be aware of.  This information will be 
kept confidential and used only to assist with food planning and in case of emergency.  
 

Name:  � Minor    � Adult    � Senior 

Medical conditions / Allergies/ Special food needs/Dietary Preferences : 
 
 
 

 

Name:  � Minor    � Adult    � Senior 

Medical conditions / Allergies/ Special food needs/Dietary Preferences : 
 
 
 

 

Name:  � Minor    � Adult    � Senior 

Medical conditions / Allergies/ Special food needs/Dietary Preferences : 
 
 
 

 
Name:  � Minor    � Adult    � Senior 

Medical conditions / Allergies/ Special food needs/Dietary Preferences : 
 
 
 

 
Name:  � Minor    � Adult    � Senior 

Medical conditions / Allergies/ Special food needs/Dietary Preferences : 
 
 
 

 
Name:  � Minor    � Adult    � Senior 

Medical conditions / Allergies/ Special food needs/Dietary Preferences : 
 
 
 

 
A NOTE REGAURDING FOOD: While we try to make our meals as inclusive as we can please 
understand that we cannot accommodate every single participant’s dietary preferences and food 
sensitivities for every meal. We ask that if you have serious allergies/sensitivities or strict dietary 
preferences that you bring supplementary food with you. We will be posting the menu on the website, 
please take a look at it if you are concerned. We provide breakfast, lunch, and dinner, but do not provide 
snacks. If you feel you need to have snacks, especially for children, please plan to bring snacks for the 
week. Please feel free to e-mail us if you have any questions.  firemakerPSS@gmail.com   



F I R E M A K E R  2010  
L O C A T I O N  O F  C A M P  B A R N A R D  

 
3 2 0 2  Y O U N G  L A K E  R O A D ,  S O O K E ,  B C  

Getting there: (1 hour drive from downtown Victoria) 

1. From Victoria take Hwy 1 and follow signs to Sooke  
2. In Sooke, turn right at the 3rd stop light onto Otter Point Road 
3. Stay on Otter Pt. Rd. for about 5 Km, turn right on to Young Lake Road 
4. Young Lk. Rd. leads right into Camp Barnard 

 

T H E  G I V E A W A Y  
 

At Firemaker Gatherings, there is a Giveaway on Saturday evening. We invite all participants, 
including instructors, to bring things you value and let them go to someone who needs them—also to 
accept things that come to you at the Giveaway. 

The attitude of the Giveaway is thankfulness; of saying we are thankful for our blessings, 
thankful for our relations. We are known for what we give, not what we keep, as our bodies are our only 
real belongings. Giving without expectation or hope of return—learning to let go—nurtures a caring and 
generous spirit. The acknowledgement that the Giveaway represents, of an event or a person, is far more 
important than the material value of the gift. We give all that we can, knowing it will come back many-
fold. We also accept with gratitude and humility the things that come to us in the Giveaway. 

Traditionally, the ritual Giveaway was used to celebrate spiritual, social, and other events such as 
a young man's first hunt, the birth of a child, the passing of an elder to join the ancestors in Next World, 
or any significant event in one's life. To the Sioux, this is wacantognaka—“to be able to give without a 
pounding heart.” To the Kwakwaka'wakw of the northwest coast, this is the "potlatch" ceremony. 
 
HOW TO PREPARE 

As you get ready for the Gathering, consider what things you have that someone else might need. 
These should be things you value, not just things that you might give to a garage sale. Be ready to release 
them and to take whatever might come to you. This is a time to experience and appreciate the giving and 
receiving that keep all things in balance. Everyone is encouraged to participate in the Giveaway with a 
sense of gratitude for being able to give and for being able to receive. 
 
PROCESS 

On Saturday we will bring our giveaways to the main field and put them on the ground or on 
blankets. A few words will be spoken about the Giveaway, and then we simply allow everyone present to 
be guided to whatever items they will take. 
 
GUIDELINES 
Here are some of the protocols that guide our Giveaway: 

• Give what you wish, take what you wish. There is no keeping score. 

• You may wish to give something to a specific person. If so, it is appropriate to bring it to the 
Giveaway and present it to them quietly during the Giveaway. 

• Younger children may need guidance about what they take and how they take it. It may be 
necessary to remind them of the need to be respectful of what they take and of other people. 

• Most items will be given and taken anonymously. However, if you give away something that 
needs explanation or has a story, it is appropriate to go to the person who takes it and speak to 
them. 
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